
 

 
 
 
 
 

Course Description  
 
 
 

Building Stories 
 

 

Dates Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 November 2017 

Times 10.30–17.00  

Location Saturday: Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA), 66 Portland Place, London W1B 1AD 

 Sunday: British Library, Harry M Weinrebe Learning Centre 

Level All levels   

Class size Maximum 16 participants 

 
 

Course description 

Explore the connections between our built environment and our imagination. On this weekend 

creative writing course, you’ll use the experience of our public and private spaces to inspire evocative 

fiction. Led by award-winning writers and Birkbeck tutors, you’ll develop skills in both poetry and 

prose writing, and learn how sensory responses to our environment can inform narrative, character 

development, and plot in your writing. 
 

Over two days we’ll tackle the fundamentals of good storytelling, looking at constructing characters, 

developing conflict, choosing point of view and discovering the power of secrets. We’ll learn from 

architectural practice, studying architectural drawings and how to read particular buildings, to help us 

explore the surprising links between architectural and story structures.  
 

A collaboration between Birkbeck (University of London), the British Library, and the Royal Institute 

of British Architects (RIBA). 
 

 

Saturday: The Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA) 

Our weekend kicks off with a tour of the RIBA building, and our sensory responses to this soaring 

space. We’ll explore some building designs, old and new, with help from an architect, experimenting in 

our writing with the evocation of setting. In the afternoon, we’ll be given special access to some of 

RIBA’s private rooms, where we’ll explore how secrets can trigger plot. We’ll end the day with the fine 

vista from RIBA’s terrace, and learn how a character’s view can be profoundly altered by their situation. 
 

Sunday: The British Library 

Our second day begins with an interactive session led by Julia Bell, author and senior lecturer at 

Birkbeck, University of London, who’ll use exercises to show how the language of architecture helps 

us think about structured storytelling. Afterwards, we’ll continue to explore how borrowing from our 

environment can stimulate new ideas. We’ll draw inspiration from both architectural spaces and the 

public art and collections within them – then immerse ourselves in the Library’s iconic Reading 

Rooms, usually closed, where we’ll experiment with turning what we’ve experienced into stories.  
 

Our course ends with an optional glass of wine and the opportunity to share and discuss your writing. 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Tutors 
 

This course is led by Zoe Gilbert and Lily Dunn, London Lit Lab’s co-founders and creative writing 

tutors. Zoe Gilbert is an award-winning short story writer (Folk, forthcoming, Bloomsbury), and Lily 

Dunn is a writer of novels (Shadowing the Sun, Portobello) and creative nonfiction (Granta). With 

special guest Julia Bell, writer and Course Director of the MA Creative Writing at Birkbeck, author of 

three novels and co-editor of the bestselling Creative Writing Coursebook. 

 
 

Previous knowledge or experience 

A willingness to share your work and participate in group discussion will help you get the most from 

this course.  

 

Facilities and Refreshments 

On Sunday 5 November, participants should gain entry to the British Library via Gate 5 on Midland 

Road. Please meet at Gate 5 from 10.15 on the day. 
 

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided in the morning; participants should make their own 

arrangements for lunch. Wine and soft drinks will be offered during our final hour. 

 
 


